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real facts> but only to show the great number of war-profiteers.
Elsewhere, however, one man is declared to be both a 'lyre-
turner' and a 'shield-maker', and a corslet-maker is also men-
tioned by Xenophon, a spear-maker by Euripides.1 In that
scene we are told of the makers (or sellers) of crests, spears,
corslets, trumpets and helmets 2 The spokesman for all these
was a merchant of arms. He was not, as the manuscripts indi-
cate, the same as the maker of crests ; for this man as well as
the spear-maker is mentioned by the speaker himself 3 He
was, as also the list of the dramatis personae in the codices puts
it, a 'retailer of arms', a kapelos like the retailer of shields 4 He
himself had spent a great deal on corslet, trumpet and helmet 5
Therefore he asks back from Trygaios at least the money they
have cost. 6 He says that both his craft and his livelihood have
vanished with the peace, but the expressions he uses, which
are applied also to the makers of crests and spears, do not dis-
prove that he was a merchant rather than an artisan.7 Can we
assume, however, that all the manufacturers of arms had some
sort of organization for selling their products? I do not think
we are justified in taking the poet literally on this point,
especially as the wording of the dialogues implies craftsmen
who act on their own, and in another scene no difference is made
between the spear-maker and the shield-retailer, who are
anxious to market their wares, 8 I am convinced that all these
specialized armourers themselves sold their own goods The
form of the scene is clearly determined by the dramaturgic
necessity of having a single spokesman. From the economic
aspect it is an entirely unreal picture, and it would be wrong
to draw general conclusions from this scene, or to press the
wording unduly. 9
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